
Fact Sheet

State Support
• State support for UT Austin this year (FY 2011) is about 14 percent of our total budget. 
• Under the House version of the current appropriations bill for 2012-13, state support for UT 

Austin will decrease to 13%.
• !irty years ago, state support amounted to 52% of our budget. 

Budget Cuts
• Since 2009 we’ve eliminated more than 250 positions and reduced our budget by $14.5 

million. Nearly all budget cuts came from administrative units, not academic departments.
• We are in the process of reducing our budget by about $30 million more.
• Our administrative costs as a percentage of our total budget (5.5%) are about half the state           

average for Texas public universities (10.4%).

Tuition
• UT Austin tuition is 8th among our 12-member national comparison group.
• We are rated the No. 14 best value for public universities by Kiplinger’s personal "nance 

(2010-11).
• Tuition surpasses state general revenue as a source of funding for academic enterprise at UT 

Austin. 
• With grants and scholarships, 23% of 2010-11 freshmen at UT Austin paid $2,500 or less 

for tuition and books. Under those circumstances, students could earn a bachelor’s degree in 4 
years for about $10,000 for tuition and books.

Research
• In 2009-10, the faculty attracted $642 million in external research grants. !at is twice the          

amount of state support UT Austin received this "scal year.
• UT Austin provides the State of Texas with an enormous return on investment. For an 

investment of $318 million in state general revenue last year, Texas received the bene"t a 
university enterprise with an overall budget of $2.2 billion.

E!ciency
• UT Austin’s 4-year graduation rate is the highest among Texas public universities (52.9%). 

Our 6-year graduation rate is 81.3%; only Texas A&M is higher at 83.6%.*
• Together, UT Austin and Texas A&M educate 100,000 students each year (nearly 1 in 5 

students attending Texas public universities). 
• UT Austin confers 12,000 degrees per year, more than any other Texas university.
• UT Austin is the most efficient research university in the nation when 6-year graduation 

rates, tuition, state funding, faculty size, and faculty efficiency are considered. (See reverse.)

* Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board accountability data (2009) 6-year rate for the 2002 total cohort.
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E!ciency
6-Year Grad Rate Professors All Faculty

Institution Name Tuition State Total Rate Rank Cost Rank Cost Rank Cost Rank Average Rank
UT Austin $8,900 $7,353 $16,253 81% 12 $200.65 10 $8.21 2 $6.86 2 6.5 1
U of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign $10,266 $6,427 $16,693 83% 8 $201.12 11 $8.66 5 $7.78 3 6.8 2
U of Florida $4,222 $11,449 $15,671 82% 9 $191.11 7 $8.98 7 $7.99 7 7.5 3
Colorado State University $9,091 $192 $9,283 64% 42 $145.05 1 $8.73 6 $7.90 4 13.3 4
Texas A&M University $7,698 $10,526 $18,224 80% 15 $227.80 26 $9.20 8 $7.93 6 13.8 5
Michigan State University $10,916 $7,644 $18,560 77% 20 $241.04 34 $8.57 4 $7.91 5 15.8 6
U of Washington-Seattle Campus $10,143 $8,521 $18,664 81% 12 $230.42 28 $12.05 11 10.34 13 16.0 7
Ohio State U.-Main Campus $10,057 $8,079 $18,136 75% 22 $241.81 35 $8.42 3 $8.40 8 17.0 8
U of Michigan-Ann Arbor $15,684 $7,119 $22,803 89% 4 $256.21 46 $10.73 10 $9.35 10 17.5 9
U of Central Florida $3,397 $6,263 $9,660 63% 44 $153.33 2 $12.63 15 $8.81 9 17.5 9

Measuring E!ciency

Using data from the 2009 Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System, 120 public research universities were ranked on the following four measures 
relating to e!ciency:

1. 6-year graduation rate (2003 cohort).
2. Graduation-rate e!ciency  - Combined funding from tuition and state funding per student (full-time equivalents) divided by graduation rate
3. Professor e!ciency - Combined funding from tuition and state funding per student (full-time equivalents) divided by number of professors. As 

a university’s largest expense is employing rare talent to teach and do research at the highest level, any measure of overall e!ciency for a research 
university should account for this expense.

4. All-faculty e!ciency - Combined funding from tuition and state funding per student (full-time equivalents) divided by number of total faculty. Non-
professor (non-tenure/tenure-track) teachers such as lecturers are an important component of the faculty and help achieve the right mix of teaching 
and research. "erefore an overall e!ciency index should account for the entire faculty as well.

When the 120 public research universities were ranked on each of these four measures, and those rankings were averaged to create an overall ranking, "e 
University of Texas ranked No. 1.


