
Aquarium Conservation Partnership “First Step” Campaign Overview
• ACP is a voluntary initiative launched in 2016 to increase the collective conservation impact of aquariums. 
• ACP promotes collaboration among its 22 members to achieve ocean and freshwater conservation goals, 

especially reducing sources of ocean and freshwater plastic pollution.   



ACP “First Step” Campaign
• Builds on the 2016-17 first-of-its kind collective action pilot “In our Hands” consumer awareness campaign.
• Will increase impacts with consumers, as well as businesses and government leaders.
• The campaign will run from November 1, 2018 to April 22, 2019.  



First Step Goals and Objectives
ACP aims to test the theory that aquariums 
add unique value* in broadening consumer 
and business engagement in solutions.

Goals 
1. Increase consumer awareness of and demand for 

alternatives to single-use plastic.
2. Reduce the unnecessary use of single-use plastic straws by 

individuals and businesses.
3. Strengthen the leadership role of aquariums as effective 

advocates for ocean and freshwater health.

Measurable** Objectives
• 500 businesses commit to only offer straws on request.
• Consumers pledge to stop using single-use plastic if they 

don’t need them.
• State and local jurisdictions adopt measures to reduce 

single-use plastics by Earth Day 2019. 

* Studies show aquariums are trusted science-based authorities 
on conservation messaging.  More people visit aquariums and 
zoos each year than all other cultural and sporting events 
combined. 

**ACP will track and report on metrics of success.





https://pledge.ourhands.org/
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